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歡迎...

�ागत...

いらっしゃいませ...

Benvenuti a tutti...

Καλώς ορίσατε όλοι...

Wominjeka...

 

Wherever your family is from, we WELCOME you....

 

...to the first newsletter of the new year! 

 

This is where you will find all of the information you need regarding events, activities and

programs across the course of the year. 

 

Welcome Back Students!

Our classes have all been busily engaged in 'get to know you activities'. Our motto 'happy

kids learn' is now emblazoned on our rebound wall thanks to some talented students, and is

also our mission during the Start Up program across the first few weeks of the year. 

From the Principal Team

Natalie Shanahan, Sam Fleming, Claire Johnston
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Supporting the children to feel safe, secure and connected to their teacher and their peers is

a priority for us at BPS. Our school values take residence on the other side of the rebound

wall and are also a focus in classrooms at the start of the year. 

 

 

This sets up a great foundation for learning in a supportive environment which encourages

kindness, curiosity, risk taking and mistake making.

 

Welcome to new families!

A special welcome to our 2025 Prep students, their families and those who have joined

Banyule from other schools!  We have all been super-impressed by the preparedness for

school that our new students have shown. They have displayed independence, kindness and

friendship in these first few days. Thank you to everyone who has supported this transition:
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parents, teachers, school leadership, office staff, and of course the students themselves.

Congratulations!

 

Welcome back teachers and support staff!

We are continually grateful for the high quality of teaching at BPS! Our teachers go above and

beyond to create a positive and safe learning environment for our students. As a staff, we

pride ourselves on being continuous learners and are continually reflecting to ensure we

remain aware of our school's learning and wellbeing priorities. Our first two professional

learning sessions have be testament to this, providing the opportunity for teachers and

educational support staff to focus on what great teaching, learning and wellbeing support

will look like across the school here at Banyule in 2025. 

 

Welcome Parents!

 

Parent/Teacher Meetings in 2025

We have made a few changes to our parent teacher meeting program for this year in

response to feedback. The year will begin with an open classroom afternoon. This will

provide an opportunity for parents to;

meet the classroom teacher/s

have an opportunity to see the classroom

ask general questions regarding class and year level processes and happenings 

listen to their child present their learning goal/s

Parents of students with identified additional needs will be contacted to arrange a separate

meeting at a different time to develop Individual Education Plans. If you have any private or

personal matters that you wish to discuss with the classroom teacher please contact them

via email to arrange a meeting. 

 

Formal Parent/Teacher interviews will be scheduled for the end of term two, where teachers

will provide information on individual students learning progress. This will replace the three

way conferences previously held.

 

Welcome everyone!!!

 

Family Picnic

Following the open classroom time all families are invited to the oval for a relaxed afternoon

to get to know one another. 
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The gym toilets will be open for use on the evening. Please note that children need to be

supervised by parents and are required to stay on the oval. The other areas of the school will

not be supervised and following some accidental damage caused during last year's

Christmas carols evening, we ask for your support with ensuring children are close by. 

 

Assembly

Our first official assembly for the year will be held on Monday afternoon at 3.00pm. All

parents are welcome to attend assembly. Our Yr 6 Captains will be presented with their

badges next week. 

 

Parent Payment Arrangements

We are reliant upon parent contributions to support the teaching of the curriculum, run

intervention programs, purchase library resources, and support our building and grounds

projects.  Parent contributions also enable us to employ our first aid officer, maintenance

person and school librarian.

 

Thank you for you ongoing support, it really does make a difference! 

 

2/27/25, 11:30 AM Thursday 6th February 2025 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/M8q6Pr5/preview/pdf 5/28



Natalie, Sam and Claire

 

 

Want to see more? 

Follow us on our 'socials' for a window into what we're up to at Banyule Primary School....
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Date Event

10th Feb Assembly 3pm- School leaders badge presentation

11th Feb Swimming Trials 3-6

12th Feb No preps attend (Prep Interviews)

  Open Classrooms 4-5pm/Family Picnic

19th Feb No preps attend (Prep Interviews)

19th Feb School Council

26th Feb No preps attend (Prep Interviews)

3rd March Preps full time this week

  District Swimming

4th March GRIP Student Leadership Conference

5th March School Review Feedback Session 2.30pm

6th March  Year 5 and 6 Athletics Track Day

10th March Labour Day Holiday

11th March Year 3 and 4 Athletics Track Day

11th March SEA Program Parent information Session

12th March  NAPLAN Testing commences

21st March Harmony Day

26th March  Open Morning and Tour for new families

26th March School Council

27th March District Athletics

28th March Years 3 and 4 Performance 2.30pm

2nd April School Photos

4th April  End of Term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal

Events and Reminders
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Our Pupil Free Days for 2025 will also be published here after they have been approved by

School Council at the first meeting of the year.

Camp Dates

Year 3 Camp- 26th November-28th November 

Year 4 Camp- 23rd June- 25th June   

Year 5 Camp- 27th August- 29th August 

Year 6 Camp- 25th August- 27th August  

Reminders

Uniform

All students should now be wearing the correct uniform. The school uniform colour is navy

blue not black. Hats must be the school approved Sunsmart hats available from the Uniform

supplier. Please contact the principal if you are having any difficulty sourcing the correct

uniform for your child.  

 

Mobile Phones

Student are not permitted to use mobile phones or smartwatch devices on the school

grounds. Students must hand their mobile devices to their classroom teacher in the morning

so that it may be securely stored for the day. 

 

Safe driving around the school

Unfortunately we don't have the luxury of a dedicated quick pick up zone at BPS. We do

however have the 2 minute parking zones which can be used in a similar way however this

relies on community minded people. We ask that all drivers stay in their vehicles and adhere

to the 2 minutes.

 

School Savings Bonus: School Activities

Thank you for your ongoing patience as we find our way with the rollout of this new initiative.

If you have allocated any of the bonus for use on school activities you will need to send the

office an email so that we can remove the charges from your nominated activity. At BPS the

bonus can be used for the following:

School camps

Excursions and incursions

Swimming and sporting programs
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Graduation

School Council is a governing body that oversees many aspects of school governance such

as finances, facilities, fundraising and policies. The composition of our school council

consists of 8 parent members and 4 staff members. Positions are for a two-year tenure

(members can re-nominate). This year we have 6 vacancies.

Council meets twice per term on a Wednesday evening at 7pm. Meetings are efficiently run

and rarely go over an hour. I have included a fact sheet below with further information

however please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

 

Should we receive more nominations than positions vacant we will need to call an election. 

 

If you are interested in joining our Council, please fill in the nomination form attached and

return it to me by Thursday the 20th of February at 4.00pm. Hard copies of the form are

available at the school office. 

 

Looking forward to a great year of working together!

 

Natalie

natalie.shanahan@education.vic.gov.au

 

 

Nomination Form:

2025 School Council Parent
Nominations 

2/27/25, 11:30 AM Thursday 6th February 2025 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/M8q6Pr5/preview/pdf 9/28

mailto:nataliu.shanahn@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

Fact Sheet:

Form 3 school council self nomination form.docx
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Jayden Zhou of 6SN has recently passed a Judo practical and knowledge test called a

grading at the Yarra Judo Club. This is no easy task and requires a great deal of practice.  The

grade is awarded by the presentation of a coloured Judo belt.  Junior Judo belts are in varying

colours signifying age and expertise.  Jayden has been awarded a Junior Orange belt. 

Below is an 'Introduction to Judo document' (Welcome to Judo Victoria.PDF) which is

provided to new members of Judo Victoria. 

Student Achievements 
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Dear Banyule Primary School parents and carers,

 

URSTRONG’s whole-school friendship strategy has improved the social climate in schools

around the world, connecting over a million kids, parents, and teachers with a common

language of friendship. We are proud to be a URSTRONG School and are committed to

empowering your children with friendship skills.
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You are invited to take advantage of a FREE Parent Membership to access hundreds of

resources – including an 8 session video series. This will allow you to learn the same

language & strategies being taught in the classroom through the Friendology 101

curriculum. We hope that, as a URSTRONG Family, you will reinforce the important

messages of empowerment, self-compassion, & kindness at home.

 

As a next step, we would recommend:

Click here to view an overview of URSTRONG.

Activate your FREE Parent Membership and explore all the resources available to

your family.

Explore the hundreds of resources available to you!

We believe that empowering our students with these skills will create a culture of kindness at

our school and we hope that, together, we can support your children to have healthy, feel-

good friendships.

Specialist Programs
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Community Advertising
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Banyule City Council is proud to be hosting the 2025 Twilight Sounds Festival at

Heidelberg Park Oval, Beverley Road on Saturday 15 February from 3pm-10pm.

 

2/27/25, 11:30 AM Thursday 6th February 2025 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/M8q6Pr5/preview/pdf 19/28



Bring along a picnic or visit the onsite food trucks whilst watching live entertainment on

stage by a range of performers for all tastes! There will also be free craft workshops, hair

braiding and face painting for the kids.

 

Here’s the Facebook event and webpage to share: Twilight Sounds 2025 | Banyule Council

https://www.facebook.com/share/1GRoj8gjvi/
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Winni Wizard and The Ditzy Dizzard

Join Winni and her friend Ditzy for a brand new show for ages 4 – 400, 

smooshed with more magical mayhem than ever.

A show for the whole family filled with songs, dances and jokes funnier than your Dad's.
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'Wonderful interactive and high energy entertainment from start to finish.' ★★★★1⁄2 

Winni Wizard Live

Ivanhoe Library and Cultural Hub, 275 Upper Heidelberg Road, Ivanhoe

Dates: Sat 5th April - Fri 11th April (No monday)

Times: All shows 2pmAges: 4 - 400 yr olds

Use code BANYULE when booking to ensure the donation.

Code valid for Ivanhoe Library shows only (Previews not included)
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